
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF MAIN COURSES 

 

1. International Political Economy 

The course aims to facilitate students with fundamental knowledge on economic 

problems, economic methodology, and the policy alternatives. It provides answers to the 

questions of how and based on what principles the production and distribution of goods 

and services are performed, of how the market system works at both micro and macro 

levels, where the system fails and what the governments’ roles are. In addition, it 

introduces factors of capitalism, including development, reproduction and structure. 

Lastly, Vietnamese as well as global main economic issues are also discussed. 

v Bibliography 

Ø D. Begg, S. Fischer and R. Dornbusch , 6th edition, 2000, McGraw Hill 

Ø Chu Van Cap, Pham Van Phan, Tran Binh Trong, Political Economics (in 

Vietnamese: Giáo trình Kinh tế chính trị), 6th edition, 2003, Education 

Publisher 

 

2. Mathematical Economics 

The course is an introduction of modelizing economics which means using mathematical 

models to analyze and forecast economic issues. Through the course, students will get 

used to with basic knowledge of popular economic models including optimization model, 

market balancing model, active economic model. The course also discusses in details 

input-output table, linear optimization model and store management model. 

v Bibliography 

Ø Nguyen Quang Dong, Ngo Van Thu, Hoang Dinh Tuan, Mathematical 

Economic Model (in Vietnamese: Mô  hình Toán kinh tế), 1st edition, 2006, 

Statistic Publisher 



 

 

3. Microeconomics 

The course concentrates on the behaviors and decisions of individual consumers and 

businesses. It also acquaints students with price theory, monopoly and competitive 

market structures, costs and revenue, labor and wages, income distribution and market 

failure. Students are provided with knowledge of microeconomics such as opportunity 

cost, supply and demand, elasticity, market equilibrium, types of markets, trade, and 

comparative advantage to analyze economic issues and evaluate consumer and business 

alternatives. 

v Bibliography 

Ø N. Gregory Mankiw, Principles of Microeconomics, 3th edition, 2003, 

Thomson/South-Western College 

Ø Hal R. Varian, Intermediate Microeconomics: A Modern Approach, 6th 

edition, 2002, W. W. Norton & Company 

Ø Robert Frank, Microeconomics and Behaviour, 5th edition, 2002, 

McGraw-Hill/Irwin 

Ø Ho Huu Tri, Microeconomics (in Vietnamese: “Kinh tế vi mô”), 2th 

edition, 2000, Statistic Publisher 

 

4. Macroeconomics 

The course focuses on economic issues and operation at state’s level. It instructs students 

with knowledge on long-term economic growth in developing and developed countries’ 

economy. After the course, students understand the basic knowledge in macroeconomics 

including supply and demand, , inflation and unemployment, opportunity cost, debts, 

roles of central banks, saving and investment, government budgets, budget and trade 

deficits, GDP, exchange rates, and fiscal and monetary policies. The course emphasizes 



that economic problems are viewed from macro-angles to introduce the roles of 

government in controlling economy through using macroeconomic tools. Additionally, 

these issues are discussed in an open relationship with global setting for students to 

understand that government’s decisions should be made in the context of a global 

framework. Upon completion, students are expected to have a sufficient understanding of 

macroeconomic concepts and theories to explain daily macroeconomic issues. 

v Bibliography 

Ø N. Gregory Mankiw, Principles of Macroeconomics, 3rd edition, 2003, 

Thomson/South Western College 

Ø Manfred Gartner, Macroeconomics, 1st edition, 2003, Prentice Hall 

Ø Robert E. Hall and John B. Taylor, Macroeconomics, 5th edition, 1997, W. 

W. Norton & Company 

Ø Nguyen Thi Nhu Y, Macroeconomics (in Vietnamese: “Kinh tế vĩ mô”), 

3rd edition 2003, Statistic Publisher 

 

5. International Economic Relations 

The course is an introduction to the theory of international trade relations. It answers the 

question: How the trade among different countries is implemented based on the 

fundamental theory of international trade: its policies, instruments and situation. Through 

the course, students will be supported knowledge about foreign direct investment, 

transnational companies, foreign aid, foreign debt and financial crisis of developing 

countries, cooperation in science, technology and environment fields. Foreign exchange 

markets, fixed or flexible exchange rates, international monetary system, international 

payment balance are also specific focuses of the course. Finally, it reviews the basic 

knowledge of international economic integration, international economic institutions and 

other factors in creating and/or controlling conflicts and co-operation in International 

Political Economy (IPE). 

 



v Bibliography: 

Ø Nguyen Anh Tuan, Bui Huy Khoat, International Economic Relations (in 

Vietnamese: Quan hệ Kinh tế quốc tế), 1st edition, 2006, National Politics 

Publisher 

 

6. External Economic Policy of Vietnam 

The course introduces foreign trade policies and export-import situation of Vietnam. It 

also focuses on situation, foreign investment laws and solution to attracting and 

effectively using foreign investments in general and the foreign direct investment (FDI) 

as well as the official development assistance (ODA) in paticular. Students, through the 

course, are provided with the international economic integration process and 

commitments, in details, the relations of Vietnam with forums and organizations such as 

ASEAN, APEC, ASEM, the WTO, etc. One part of the course is involved in fundamental 

principles of Vietnam’s foreign exchange market.  

v Bibliography: 

Ø Nguyen Anh Tuan , Nguyen Van Lich , External Economic Policy of 

Vietnam (in Vietnamese: Kinh tế đối ngoại Việt Nam), 1st edition, 2005, 

National Politics Publisher 

 

7. International Trade 

The course helps students deal with fundamental theories of international trade. It 

provides basic knowledge as well as development trend of international trade. Moreover, 

free trade and protectionism policies, tariff and non-tariff  barriers are introduced through 

the course as parts of national trade policies. To illustrate the points, the course describes 

trade policies of big economies such as China, Japan, the US, the EU, etc. Lastly, energy 

and food production- related issues are discussed, especially their situations and impacts.  

 



v Bibliography: 

Ø Nguyen Thanh Danh, International Trade- Basic Principles (in 

Vietnamese: Thương mại Quốc tế- Những vấn đề cơ bản), 1st edition, 2006, 

Labour and Society Publisher 

Ø Dinh Thi Lien, Doan Thi My Hanh, International Trade (in Vietnamese: 

Thương mại Quốc tế), 1st edition, 2005, Ho Chi Minh City Open University  

 

8. Economics of money and banking 

The course is an introduction of monetary and banking system. It defines different types 

of money and monetary flowing model. Other money-related issues are also discussed, 

including inflation, credit and interest rates. Not only monetary system but also banking 

system are described, focusing on central bank and commercial banks, their different 

roles and performance. Some models of financial institutions are introduced with their 

roles to the financial market. Lastly, the course provides students with methods of 

international payments and credits. 

v Bibliography: 

Ø Nguyen Dang Don, Hoang Duc, Tran Huy Hoang, Tran Xuan Huong, 

Money and Banking (in Vietnamese: Tiền tệ Ngân hàng), 1st edition, 2001, 

Ho Chi Minh city Publisher 

 

9. Financial Analysis 

The course provides students with basically analytical knowledge and skills to make 

decision of whether to invest or not. In order to make a beneficial investment, investor 

should “calculate” the risk of the intended investment, then the present value of the total 

future cash flows and net present value (NPV). Furthermore, students are provided with 

knowledge of bond and stock value, capital market and capital structure. Upon 

completion, students will achieve skills of using tools such as Capital Market Line 



(CML), Security Market Line (SML), Return on Equity (ROE), Weighted Average Cost 

of Capital (WACC), Earning per Share (EPS) to find the net present value of potential 

investment or project.  

v Bibliography: 

Ø McGraw Hill, Corporate Finance, 1st edition 2005, McGraw Hill/Irwin 

Ø Phan Duc Dung, Financial Statement Analysis (in Vietnamese: Phân tích 

báo cáo tài chính), 1st edition, 2007, Statistic Publisher 

 

10. Capital market and International Investment 

The course aims to help students understand the structure, operation and principles of 

capital market and make reasonable investment portfolio. After the course, students will 

have comprehensive view of different capital markets as well as investors and investment 

process. Moreover, students know how to optimize investment portfolio by combining 

not only different stocks and bonds but also different portfolios of stocks and bonds. 

Based on a model built from investment portfolio, investors choose the whether to keep 

maximizing profits at high risk or reverse. Lastly, fundamental knowledge of not only 

stock analysis including their characteristics, risk, evaluation and interest rate but also 

financial statement analysis such as income statement and balance sheet are treated.  

v Bibliography: 

Ø Tran Thi Thai Ha, Financial Investment (in Vietnamese: Đầu tư tài chính), 

1st edition, 2005, Hanoi National University 

 

11.  International Payment 

The course focuses on fundamental knowledge of international payments. After the 

course, students will have basic understanding of what is a balance of payments, its 

impacts on export-import operation and supply-demand relationship of foreign 



currencies. The course also reviews exchange rates, foreign exchange market and 

international credit including the role, classificaton, duration of credit and credit cost . 

Moreover, students are instructed about measures of international payments, their 

definition, characteristics, prescribed content and appearance, rights and duties of related 

people. Most importantly, students understand conditions of money, place, time and 

methods in international payments. Upon completion, the course dicusses credit policies 

to sponsor export-import activities. 

v Bibliography: 

Ø Nguyen Thi Phuong Lien, Nguyen Van Thanh, Dinh Van Son, 

International Payments and Credit (in Vietnamese: Thanh toán và Tín 

dụng quốc tế), 1st edition, 2002, Statistic Publisher 

 

12.  Econometrics 

The primary objective of the course is to provide a basic introduction of econometrics 

and its application of using mathematical models to explain economic symtoms, 

accompanied by Eviews software. In different econometric model, an economic changed 

are dependent of different factors. Thanks to analyzing statistic data in the past and build 

comparatively exact models, economists can forecast economic changes in the future 

with standard deviation in an acceptable range. To illustrate the points, it describes linear 

regression model and multiple regression model, their application and flaws. Also, 

dummy and lag variables are introduced and discussed to reach more specific models.  

v Bibliography: 

Ø Damodar N.Gujarati, Basic ecomometrics, 4th edition, 2004, McGraw Hill 

Ø Nguyen Quang Dong, Econometrics (in Vietnamese: Bài giảng Kinh tế 

lượng), 1st edition 2008, Traffic and Transport Publisher 

 

 



13.  Globalization and WTO 

The course provides students with history and development of the WTO along with 

which agreements on various issues are reached. It introduces the situation to be 

established, operation mechanism, roles and impacts of GATT 47- the precursor of the 

WTO. The two important negotiation rounds, including Uruguay and Doha round, are 

introduced based on their situation and different fields of discussion such as agriculture, 

textile, property rights, etc. More specifically, the course focused on discussing 

significant agreements as the WTO achievements such as GATS, TRIPS, TRIMS, GSP: 

their establishment and implementation situation in developing and developed countries.  

v Bibliography: 

Ø Nguyen Anh Tuan, WTO- OMC (in Vietnamese: Giáo trình Tổ chức 

thương mại thế giới), 1st edition 2008, National Politics Publisher 

Ø Multilateral Economic Cooperation Department, Ministry of Foreign 

Affair, General Introduction of the WTO ( in Vietnamese: Giới thiệu tổng 

quan về Tổ chức thương mại thế giới), Ministry of Foreign Affair 

Ø Legal texts of the WTO on www.wto.org 


